The following points make the diagnosis of gall-stones justifiable: (1) the general appearance of the patient; (2) the history of attacks of vomiting with pain and shivering; (3) the presence of flatulent dyspepsia; (4) the relief to the symptoms by the administration of morphia. The acute pancreatitis was indicated by: (1) the collapse; (2) the cyanosis; (3) the smallness of the pulse; (4) the great distension of the intestines; (5) the incessant retchings and eructations; (6) Since then I understand she has continued to progress.
These cases show the fact that during drainage of the gall-bladder or the hepatic duct the flow of bile has been a negligible quantity. The beneficial effects of such drainage cannot therefore be connected with the diversion of the bile from its normal course. The presence of fat necrosis is an obscure condition; but one thing it does imply, and that is slow healing. In the future I intend to pass wide through and through sutures, which will be left in for three weeks.
The advantage of cholecystectomy over cholecystotomy is the saving of time and the greater assurance that both hepatic and common ducts are free from stones.
In dealing with pancreatitis, the pity is that so many of the subjects of this disease are done lives; but when surgical measures end in the saving of life, the results are all the more satisfactory.
Specimens of the stones and gall-bladders removed, with temperature charts, were shown.
